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an Englishman who was not only able but ready to dis-
pute the extravagant claims of the French  governor.
Unfortunately there is no correspondence to throw light
on the motives that guided Olive's conduct during this
period of his life.    He was determined to advance by
merit  and  not   by  interest;   and  he  was   apparently
animated by a sincere  determination   to   promote  the
welfare   of the Company and by an ardent desire for
distinction.     In some sense he seems  to have looked
upon  himself  as   an   instrument  of  the   Divine  Will.
Speaking  long afterwards in the   House  of Commons
he is reported to have said:  " In this critical situation
I was called forth, and it pleased God to make me the
instrument of their (the Company's) delivery."    It was
indeed patent to   every one   that  British  interests in
India had been saved from  destruction by the genius
and  energy  of  one   man,   and the   "hero   of  Arcot,"
on reaching England,  was received with those flatter-
ing  marks  of regard   which  are so freely   offered  to
the  successful soldier.     The fame of his exploits had
preceded him.     His father,   who,   on first  hearing of
his   son's   success,   had   remarked   that    " the   booby
had some   sense   after  all,"   had  lost no   opportunity
of sounding his praises.     His brave conduct and his
success were the talk arid wonder of the public; and,
in the conversation of the day, he was compared to the
great generals of former times.    The Court of Directors
had written to the Governor of Fort St. David of " the
great regard " they had " for the merit of Captain Olive,
to  whose courage  and conduct the  late turn in  our
affairs has been mainly owing; he may be assured of
our having a just sense of  his services."     They had